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Environmental Destination

Environment
Agency

A

“The Environmental Destination for Water
Resources identifies where, and by how
much, water abstraction needs to change to
achieve and maintain a healthy water
environment, both now and in the future.”
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Catchment portfolios

development Note: Actively integrating/linking activities to
i > Environment Agency’s RBMP, Anglian Water’s
I ED 15t reporting E / DWMPF, Catchment Plan ++ engagement
I deadline
!
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Catchment I
workshops — I Catchment workshops — Catchment workshops —
Winter Series | : Winter Series I Winter Series Il
Catchment Technical investigation Catchment portfolios,
awareness, results, catchment scenarios and pathways
understanding, portfolio discussion and
options feedback

Ongoing multi-sector stakeholder engagement — awareness, events, 1:1 meetings, communications

www.wre.org.uk
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Catchment workshops and engagement SWRE

* 14 catchment workshops held (November 2025 - March 2026):

v' Water resources and environmental destination
focussed, as part of integrated water management

v" In-person and online

v Operational catchment, management catchment and partner
level

v' General awareness

v All workshops held in partnership with local partners, e.g.
Catchment Partnerships, Water Abstractor Groups

v Over 475 stakeholders attended from across all sectors

Workshop
Waterbody Focused

LLincoln No Abstraction Reductions

_Norwich

. Peterborough

LEly

.Cambridge

Milton .Keynes

« 4 additional waterbody workshops held (May - June 2026)

Colcl:ester

« Engagement with stakeholders - 1:1 meetings, Water Abstractor

Groups, Catchment Partnership presentations
Workshop coverage - Winter - Spring 25/26 series

www.wre.org.uk
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Catchment workshops:

« Over 1000 pieces of knowledge collected,
including over 350 solution ideas

 Translate into:
« Details to share back with stakeholders

 Details to form catchment portfolios

STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK

Drivers Scenarios Solutions Pathway

Destination (BETA)
Waterbodies Habitat Accessible Land Soils

Environmental Destination (ED) sets out the Governments long-term ambition to restore and protect Eastern England's water

Welcome ~ I Brough .

environment, ensuring sustainable abstraction that balances the needs of nature, people and the economy in the face of climate
change and growing demand. . et

The Environment Agency has identified “where and by how much, water abstraction needs to change to achieve and maintain a
healthy water environment, both now and in the future”.

This b provides the i that these and for solutions. It brings together
evidence from technical investigations alongside insights gathered through stakeholder engagement, providing a view of the
factors that influence planning decisions.

Use the tabs at the top of the page to navigate through each section of the dashboard. In the top right corner, you will find a
filter that allows you to select an operational catchment. Please note that applying this filter may take a short time to update the
maps as the view adjusts to the selected area.

In the final section of the dashboard, you will have the opportunity to provide feedback on different aspects of the decision-
making process. Your input is valuable and will help to refine and improve future iterations.

f
Becks Northern
Ancholme
{
X
\

Catchment Links ~ c
Catchment hip (L hire Wildlife Trust) h lincstrust org.uk/wh § Ginsborougn k =
Rrojects/acp. $ %
Further Information ~ =
wieton
For further information and resources, please follow through to the links below: +  Esti, CGIAR, USGS | Esri UK, Esii. TomTom, Garmin, FAQ, METUNASA, USGS Powered by Esri

SWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST

Learnings

Q. Please share ways that you think WRE can help with environmental
destination understanding, planning and action?

online communication - N
cross sector sector solutions Communication across sectors

catchment abstractors

water . . o best
communication fl.l “dll‘lg sector structure

needs Workshops

funding to get water

sector planning  sactors

. solutions
change in legislation Working

available and communication

www.wre.org.uk
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Environmental Destination Technical
Investigations

Work completed to support our understanding of:
» Abstraction impacts on waterbodies
* Pressures on ecology in waterbodies

o o o . ata and tools developed b
* Where monitoring evidence needs improvement T pee e

* Prioritisation following the EA Guidance Appendix g > o
Source Impact
Ongoing work to: -
 Input committed public water supply reductions sl L Collaborative input
* Align water company discharges S
* Run the SACO tool gty s
growth forecast
Next steps: T g e
« Engagement for next steps of monitoring WRE Projects Collaborative decision

» Further hydro-ecological modelling
« Ongoing work with the EA on assumptions in the
Regional Groundwater models

www.wre.org.uk
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Environmental Destination Planning

4 )

Improving information
ahead of planning

g J
/ Planning For \
Environmentally

Sustainable Abstraction

(Developing an ED

Plan) /
™

) (

Presenting ED as part of
WRMPs and Regional
Plans

1.

2.

Improve environmental destination scenarios with
better local evidence.

Understand for the full range of future water needs for
the environment,

Develop a more diverse and innovative range of
approaches to achieve the full range of future needs

Create a reference pathway to understand the fastest
technically feasible timeline to meet 2050 current
regulatory requirements and Full 2050 scenarios
Develop alternative ED planning scenarios that reflect
local priorities

Develop alternative planning pathways that meet your
range of ED planning scenarios

\_ )

Develop a best value comparison of each
environmental destination scenario and pathway

Explain ED information in your plan to stakeholders,
regulators and government

Review consultation responses and finalise your plan

SWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST

Significant benefits

Best evidence underpinning
collective understanding of the
problem and range of solutions

Understand what high
environmental ambition means
and compare alternative
pathways to get there

Present investment choices
to Government/SoS on
integrated environmental and
water supply requirements

www.wre.org.uk
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. SWRE
ED Scenarios and Pathways

Default - Full scenario
[}
Scale of the problem / target £
(@]
* How much water needed 3
in the environment S
* Includes impact of E
climate change 3
wm

Today 2050 2080
How to close the gap When and where to close the gap
* How much abstractors need to reduce * Consider time to adapt and deliver

* Which abstractors alternatives

* Prioritisation - from ED investigations and
stakeholder feedback

* What options are needed alongside
abstraction reductions to offset impacts

Environment Agency's Environmental Destination Guidance is available here.

www.wre.org.uk
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/69c6a6e878ca1aa5a63609f0/Environmental-Destination-for-Water-Resources-Planning-Guidance.pdf

. . ) SWRE
Developing Alternative Scenarios

Change the outcome Stakeholder engagement

Change the baseline Water Recycling Centre Licences that are no longer
discharges used and could be revoked

Committed Public Water Supply
reductions and other
interventions

Change the objective for Flow impact confirmed by Flow impact confirmed by
waterbody inclusion in Hydrology Ecology modelling stakeholders
scenario

Source Impact Library which
shows which sources having
impact on protected features
(e.g. SSSI, wetlands)

L : : Classification of headwaters
Change the classification Flow impact confirmed by

of how sensitive ecology is Hydrology Ecology modelling
to flow within a waterbody

Classification of Chalk
streams

www.wre.org.uk
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Developing Alternative Pathways

Change
the how

Change
the when

Certainty of problem - make sure
have correct solutions to tackle
problem

Flow or water quality impact
confirmed by hydro-ecology
modelling

SWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST

Stakeholder engagement

Flow or water quality impact
confirmed by stakeholders

Which sectors and which
abstractions? - who is having the
most impact/would provide the
biggest benefit

Source Impact Library which shows
which sources having impact on
protected features (e.g. SSSI,
wetlands)

How easy to adapt - types of
solutions

Impacts of not adapting

Certainty - confidence of type of
problem (less certain maybe more
investigation required)

Flow impact confirmed by hydro-
ecology modelling

Flow or water quality impact
confirmed by stakeholders

Certainty - confidence of timing
of problem

Do changes to future abstraction
or discharges reduce future
impacts?

Other planned solutions
which may mitigate impacts

Prioritisation - where do we want
to address first

Prioritisation metrics

Prioritisation of chalk streams/
headwaters (links to
protect/enhance/create from
workshops)

Unintended consequences

Infiltration and groundwater
flooding

Flood risk areas

www.wre.org.uk
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Catchment dashboard
demonstration and

feedback
Katerina Laing




Environmental Destination Dashboard SWRE
(BETA)

This dashboard has been designed to support
informed decision-making for Environmental
DesnsiontBETn ikl el Mmoo Destination. It brings together evidence from
— - e technical investigations alongside insights gathered
TTTET—— B through stakeholder engagement.
N

environment, ensuring sustainable abstraction that balances the needs of nature, people and the economy in the face of climate \\b_/‘
change and growing demand.

G )

|

The Environment Agency has identified “where and by how much, water abstraction needs to change to achieve and maintain a \
healthy water environment, both now and in the future”.

. .
7 The dashb d T T | tchment | |
This dashboard provides the information that underpins these calculations and opportunities for solutions. It brings together \»\ a S O a r I S a O p e ra I O n a C a C e Ve .
evidence from technical gside insights gathered through stakeholder engag , providing a view of the _Scunthorpe)
factors that influence planning decisions. “‘
Use the tabs at the top of the page to navigate through each section of the dashboard. In the top right corner, you will find a >
filter that allows you to select an operational catchment. Please note that applying this filter may take a short time to update the . /> . . . . . .
. " A|m|ng for official soon, once data permissions have
In the final section of the dashboard, you will have the opportunity to provide feedback on different aspects of the decision- ? < !
making process. Your input is valuable and will help to refine and improve future iterations. 1 . .
‘ been finalise

Catchment Links ~ J \ - I I M

] ~ >,

{ >
Ancholme Catchment Partnership (Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust) https:/ lincstrust org.uk/what ! \servation- ooy { \
Rrojects/acp. B \

: L It will be continually updated as we receive more
For further information and resources, please follow through to the links below: Esti, CGIAR, USGS | Es: UK, Esei, TomTorm, Gatmin, FAQ, METUNASA, USGS Powered by Esti i nfo rm ati O n .

www.wre.org.uk
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Environmental A

Destination (BETA)

Map Layers
Water Network

Chalk Rivers (England)

WEFD Rivers and Canals

UKCEH digital river
network of Great Britain
web map service

Canals

MV canals
Pipes

A/ Pipes
Misc

Misc

Rivers
Rivers

RINGSTON UPON HULL

——
RINGSCON UPON HULL

Scenarios Solutions Pathway

Habitat Accessible Land

The first tab is the
Catchment Tab looks
at a summary of the
catchment landscape
including:

 Waterbodies
» Habitat and Priority
Habitat

Feedback

SWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST

Contains data fr Powered by Esri

R CeCOT UROT T

Living England Habitat Map
(Phase 4)

Acid, Calcareous, Neutral
Grassland

Arable and Horticultural

. Broadleaved, Mixed and Yew
Woodland

l [ Buittup Areas and Gardens
Iy Coastal s

e Accessible land
and PROW
« Soil type

e

- Map Layers

Accessible Land and Paths

Accessible waterside by PRoW

Greenspace Site

I Play Space
[y Religious Grounds
[ Fublic Pork Or Garden
- Playing Field
. Other Sports Facility
Allotments Or Community Growing Spaces
I Cemetery
Py Ternis Count
[y 8owling Green
Iy Got Course
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Environmental
Destination (BETA)

=

Catchment Flow Scenarios Solutions Feedback
Water Framework Directive Habitat Directives

SWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST
. : : This tab highlight f the ED technical i tigations t
The Drivers tab explores the factors influencing ED 5 b NGNS SOME Of The =7 teeniical MVESHIGHONS 10

. , challenge uncertainties and assumptions in data, such as:
targets, '”Clyd'ng- ) ] « Hydro-ecological assessment sampling site locations
 The Habitats Directive

|dentification of monitoring gaps work (Flow, Water
« The Water Framework Directive and River Basin Quality and Macroinvertebrates)
Management Plans .

Stakeholder feedback of monitoring gaps
RTgSto opoT o .
Y =] B

Protected Sites Map Layers

Hydro-ecological Assessment

Special Protection Areas (England)

WEFD Rivers and Canal
of 77
3

Special Areas of Conservation (England)

Stakeholder Feedback - Data and
Monitoring

[

Ecological Classification Ecological Objectives by 2050

HE Modelling - Macroinvertebrate
Site Selection

@®

IEMP Flow Monitoring
Prioritisation

Activity Causing the Flow Score
Significant Water
Management Issue . -

Activity Objectld . =33
Barriers - ecol... 2 >1-2
Flood protecti.. 10 1-1
Forestry 1
Incidents 1

Contains OS data © Crown Copyright and database right 2026. Contains data from OS Zoomstack Powere d by Esri
Land drainag "
SWIMI SWIMI Certainty

www.wre.org.uk
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Environmental
Destination (BETA)

~

Catchment

Drivers

Environmental Flow Indicator

Scenarios

Solutions Pathway

Abstraction Sensitivity Bands

Feedback

Groundwater Flood Risk

SWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST

The Flow tab examines the components that contribute to the water balance within rivers, and the flows

required to sustain a healthy river environment, including:

A schematic

Wﬂll( ody Catchments

of the river =
network and e
artificial 3
influences
affecting the ‘3
system, such as 8
abstraction o
2 Abstraction
: - Sensitivity
vg.(.y.::.::,x,,.im.m Bands, gives a
s value for how
A sensitive a river
is to

abstraction -
this sets the
EFI

Compliance with
The Environmental
Flow Indicator
(EFI), showing
whether river flow
are currently above
(compliant) or belov
the threshold for
healthy river

environment

e A
& Hiog Eovers
|
/
Q e v
s A
_— Groundwater flood
- risk, including
i analysis and
l D stakeholder feedback
-1(1
< on how vulnerable
- 5

areas may be to
flooding if abstraction
were reduced or
stopped

www.wre.org.uk
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Environmental

L. ‘ Catchment Drivers Flow Solutions Pathway Feedback
Destination (BETA)

Environmental Destination Planning Scenario

SWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST
The next tab explores potential scenarios for the future river environment and its requirements. This includes:

Climate Change Scenario

B = D Climate change scenarios - Looks at Met Office
- R  e— projections and eFLAG calculations, to evaluate the
NN e projected future conditions that may affect river
by N R baseflows and influence the flow targets needed to
“jfﬂ,- ' Ei’l . maintain a healthy river.
St D -0
—— L )\ {; Count of Waterbodies for Baseline 2027 Scenario Count of Waterbodies in Current Scenario
N s

Preven it Included in
] 8 [ 8
Deterioration Scenario

Count of Waterbodies for Intermediate Scenario

Legislative requirements - outlining which
waterbodies are included/excluded under different
regulatory scenarios for now and future, including:

Count of Waterbodies for Full Scenario

« Current regulatory requirements e el

* Full governmental ambitions and protections wudedin g e

« Intermediate and alternate scenarios, which -
sit between the two e ' IR

www.wre.org.uk
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Envn:om?ental ‘ Catchment Drivers Scenarios Pathway Feedback
Destination (BETA) V

Solutions tab explores options to achieve a healthy water environment while meeting water demand

= T @m@& ]| Shows the possible abstraction reductions that would be
&l e required for waterbody be compliant with EFl under future
et ins || SCENATIOS.
R Highlights nature-based solutions
e and opportunities to benefit the
wos environment
\ ivers Trust Portal - NbS Projects
i ;
== = g
i B ‘ Incorporates other

ns  CatchmentSolutions  Regc ) = . .
N a
-

— otential and

X W PR24 WINEP p
Aquifer recharge opportunity Potential solutions 5 ° ° °
T, existing solutions
EA FCERM project - Mid Ancholme Ongoing projects

(e.g. rainwater
harvesting,
reservoirs, and flow
improvements) to
L5 el AR meet water demand.

on land). Should consider more

catchment management scheme.

Developing a business case focusing on

flood management

on land). Should c

permanent reserv

EA FCERM project - Mid Ancholme Ongoing projects
catchment management scheme.

Developing 2 business case focusing on

www.wre.org.uk
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Envi tal n “ W R E
nvn:onrr\en Catchment Drivers Scenarios Solutions Pathway Feedback
Destination (BETA)

WATER RESOURCES EAST

Kingston upon Hull

N Waterbodies for Prioritisation Waterbody Priority Rankings
Hessle ~ )
= Final_scor Waterbody Name Rank
>4
Barton-upon-Humber @ .

Hbaldston seaC. s Part of our ED Investigations
: CaisorCana Catc.. = to identify where action
152 Ancholms fromSo.. 100 should be prioritised to

M D Freteimerom B o meet environmental

_ destination targets. This is

U = based on ED guidance and
o s score | informs the planning for
S __ creating different pathways to

N — achieve these outcomes
Mon-compliance length by total length (m) Score

Dried reach by total length (m) Score

~
-~

Black Dyke (trib of ... 119

rough

Chalk streamn status Score

Priority habitats intersecting Score

Public access proportional accessible river length (m) Score _
Social equality (IMD ave) Score _

0 5 10
Caontains Q5 data @ Crown Copyright and database right 2026... Powered by Esri

www.wre.org.uk
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Environmental

Catchment Drivers Scenarios Solutions Pathway . W R E

WATER RESOURCES EAST

Destination (BETA)

Environmental Destination

& e

H

7 o o
»

Your Feedback
. " ame There will also be a section
r on dashboard where you can
b ek feedback information to

inform parts of decision-
Please select a waterbody from map or draw your area in map .
bl making process. For example,

Q_Frdaddesorplc L evidence RNAG is incorrect

+ M .

B or to propose a new solution.
A}

©

xxxxx
AAAAAAAA

xxxxxx

AAAA

Retford

Esri, Ordnance Survey, NASA, NGA, USGS | Esri UK, Esri, TomTom, Garmin, METI/NASA, USGS Powered by Esri

www.wre.org.uk
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Demo Video

Environmental

=
Destination (BETA)

Drivers Scenarios

Waterbodies Habitat

Solutions

Welcome A

Environmental Destination (ED) sets out the Governments long-term ambition to restore and protect Eastern England’s water
environment, ensuring sustainable abstraction that balances the needs of nature, people and the economy in the face of climate
change and growing demand.

The Environment Agency has identified "where and by how much, water abstraction needs to change to achieve and maintain a
healthy water environment, both now and in the future”.

This dashboard provides the information that underpins these calculations and opportunities for solutions. It brings together
evidence from technical investigations alongside insights gathered through stakeholder engagement, providing a view of the
factors that influence planning decisions.

Use the tabs at the top of the page to navigate through each section of the dashboard. In the top right corner, you will find a
filter that allows you to select an operational catchment. Please note that applying this filter may take a short time to update the
maps as the view adjusts to the selected area.

In the final section of the dashboard, you will have the opportunity to provide feedback on different aspects of the decision-
making process. Your input is valuable and will help to refine and improve future iterations.

Catchment Links A

Ancholme Catchment Partnership (Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust) https://www.lincstrust.org.uk/what-we-do/conservation-
projects/acp.

Further Information A

For further information and resources, please follow through to the links below:

SWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST

Feedback

Ancholme v

Accessible Land

rth East

Becks Northern°

colnshire

Ancholme

A18

. Gainsborough

~Twise)
Witham Upper
Witham Lower
=
Welton

v Esri, CGIAR, USGS | Esri UK, Esri, TomTom, Garmin, FAO, METI/NASA, USGS Powered by Esri

WWW.Wre.or
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‘Big questions’ for water
resource planning

Ben Fitzsimons
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Big questions’ for water resource planning

* What questions do you have for the Regional
Water Resources Plan 20297

SWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST

* Your opportunity to feed in your questions that
you would like the plan to answer

« Questions encouraged from all sectors and all
aspects

* Questions could be modelled / tested /
considered through the planning process
Regional Water
Resources Plan for
Eastern England

DECEMBER 2023

« Allows us to explore the trade-offs in water
resources planning

« Can use the Plan and answers to the ‘big
questions’ to inform Government decisions

www.wre.org.uk
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B I g q u estl o ns exa m P I es WATER RESOURCES EAST

Question examples:

o Can WRE model the impact of licence
reductions back to recent actual abstraction
rather than fully licenced for agriculture /
industry / energy / amenity / public water

supply?

SWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST

o How can we ensure that available water is
captured and used, e.g. high flow river water
or pumped water from IDB areas?

o Have we got enough water for new data
centres that might want to build in the
region?

Regional Water
Resources Plan for
Eastern England

DECEMBER 2023

o Can WRE test an alternative pathway for my
catchment based on what | know about local
water use?

www.wre.org.uk
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Big questions’ for water resource planning

SWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST

* Review and feed in online at:
wre.org.uk/big-questions-for-water-
resource-planning

« Opportunity to ask questions to remain
open through the planning process

* Look to answer the questions submitted on

publishing the Regional Plan in 2029 Regional Water

Resources Plan for
Eastern England

DECEMBER 2023

www.wre.org.uk
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Catchment portfolios
development

I .
| ED 15t reporting
I deadline

|

| .

1026 2027
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Catchment I
workshops — I Catchment workshops — Catchment workshops —
Winter Series | : Winter Series I Winter Series Il
Catchment Technical investigation Catchment portfolios,
awareness, results, catchment scenarios and pathways
understanding, portfolio discussion and
options feedback

Ongoing multi-sector stakeholder engagement — awareness, events, 1:1 meetings, communications

www.wre.org.uk



http://www.wre.org.uk/

SWRE
T h a n I( yo u WATER RESOURCES EAST

rrrrr ing Professionally
O NR2SO
m Tha n k you ! The session has National Register of Sprayer Operators

been recorded.
Slides and recording
will be shared after
the meeting

Please put
membership
number in the chat

[ &) www.wre.org.uk
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SWRE

WATER RESOURCES EAST

Thank you for joining!

wre.org.uk/environmental-destination

Contact: teresameadows@wre.org.uk

Connect with us

@ www.wre.org.uk

in Water Resources East
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