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Water Scarcity Group
Wednesday 2 September 14:00 – 15:00
1. Chair’s introduction
The Chair welcomed members and noted those joining the Water Scarcity Group for the first time.
2. The Water Story of the Oxford to Cambridge Growth Corridor
The Environment Agency introduced the Water Story, which sets out the importance of placing water at the centre of growth planning across the Oxford to Cambridge corridor. The Group discussed the need for earlier, better coordinated planning across water supply, wastewater, flood risk, water quality, the water environment and land-use planning. Members welcomed the document as useful context for the Group’s work and noted the importance of embedding learning from the Integrated Water Management programme.
Action(s):
· Environment Agency to continue discussions with partners and decision-makers on the Water Story priority actions.
· Water Scarcity Group members to review the Water Story and consider how learning from the Integrated Water Management programme can be embedded in future work.

3. Working through the drought
Cambridge Water and the Environment Agency updated the Group on the current drought position. The Group noted that summer heatwaves had placed significant pressure on storage and demand, and that the temporary use ban had helped reduce demand. Cambridge Water remains at level 1 of its drought plan and is continuing to monitor the position. The Group discussed the need for clearer public messaging on water use, temporary use bans, exemptions and criteria for lifting restrictions, alongside longer-term resilience measures.
Action(s):
· Cambridge Water, the Environment Agency and Water Scarcity Group partners to consider how to improve public messaging on temporary use bans, exemptions, fairness, removal criteria and the value of water.
· Cambridge Water to progress its statement of response following the drought plan consultation, noting the current publication date of 29 October.

4. Greater Cambridge Development Corporation
The Greater Cambridge Development Corporation updated the Group on work to explore the South Levels water resource opportunity, including potential winter water storage for use in drier summers. The Group noted the need to address data gaps, improve monitoring and revalidate modelling to build confidence in the scale of the opportunity. Work is ongoing with water companies to support long-term planning for growth.
5. Programme Management Office overview
MHCLG updated the Group on programme delivery. Phase one activity is progressing, including increased retrofit delivery in South Cambridgeshire and initial delivery in Cambridge City. Phase two work is continuing, with further activity underway through the University of Cambridge and the Agri Fund. The Group also noted wider interest in the Cambridge approach.
Action(s):
· MHCLG to report back on swimming pool installations and schools’ activity at a future Water Scarcity Group meeting.

Any other business
The next meeting date was noted as 14 October.
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